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Entente was more firmly knitted than ever. Lloyd George
publicly announced that the country would know how to
protect its honour and dignity if these were challenged, and these
words made all the greater impression coming from a man who
was known to be a strong pacifist; while Grey, the Foreign
Secretary, gave France assurances that England would not, as
at the Algeciras crisis, leave her with merely diplomatic
support. Eventually an agreement was reached by which French
rights in Morocco were confirmed while Germany was placated
by another little slice of Congo territory.
So the fires were damped down once more; but they burned
beneath the surface with ever-increasing intensity.
§ 180. the balkan wars.—In the following year the
attention of Europe swung back to the Balkans. Bulgaria's
declaration of Independence and Austria's annexation of Bosnia
were only the first of the consequences of the Young Turk
Revolution. The nationalist Government now in power in
Constantinople tried to tighten up the administration of the
outlying provinces of the Empire, and to make them more
definitely Turkish—with disastrous consequences. This policy
had already provoked Italy to conquer Tripoli, the African
province of the Ottoman Empire (Nya). It now led to the loss
of nearly all that was left of " Turkey in Europe."
Hitherto the Balkan nations had hated each other even more
than they hated Austria and Turkey—a circumstance of which
those Powers had taken full advantage. But at this juncture
a number of circumstances combined to bring them together.
Firstly, the Young Turk Government was trying in vain to
quell a revolt in the wild highlands of Albania. Secondly,
Austria's recent aggression might be the prelude to the seizure
of Macedonia, including the valuable port of Salonica. That
province (almost the only part of the peninsula still under the
direct rule of the Turks) lay between Serbia, Greece, Bulgaria
and Albania, and was an " ethnographical museum" of
mingled races. Its annexation by Austria would cut off all

